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be seen long stretches of paved streets, while the entire
surrounding country for scores of miles bears traces
of well-used roads and ruins of substantial bridges.
But wars with the Burmese in the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries, and finally its sack by the Kachins,
in 1883, brought about its ruin ; which, but for the
advent of the British, would have been permanent.

As in Assam, so in upper Burma, devastating wars
had led in the past to the entire depopulation of once

ANCIENT ''VALLUM" AND GATEWAY IN MOGOUNG DISTRICT.

thriving tracts of country, and the luxuriant forest
growths have covered and obliterated almost all traces
of towns and forts. Here and there in the depth of
almost primeval forest one may come upon a " vallum "
on which stand trees of fifteen feet girth and more ;
this may often enclose a space from one half to two
miles square, round the outside of which can be
traced the moat, often fifteen feet or more across and
ten feet deep, but now filled with vegetation and cane
break instead of water. The mouldering ramparts are